TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



2. DURING A CALL ON KHAYAL MOHAMMAD KATAWAZI, MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION AND CULTURE, SEPT 25 BY THE CHARGE, THE VISITING 
ICA DESK OFFICER MARILYN MCAFEE, AND THE PAG, THE MINISTER 
CALLED FOR "INCREASED COOPERATION" BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND 
THE UNITED STATES. THIS CONTRASTS WITH THE MINISTER'S VIEW 
EXPRESSED A MONTH AGO THAT "THE HOSTILITY OF VOA AND THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TO THE REVOLUTION MAKES COOPERATION 
IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS TIME." HE REPORTEDLY MADE THE LATTER 
REMARK WHEN HE ORDERED 34 STAFF MEMBERS OF HIS MINISTRY TO 
WITHDRAW FROM ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING AT USICA. THIS 
ORDER HAS NOW BEEN RESCINDED AND MINISTRY OFFICIALS WILL 
RESUME THEIR TRAINING. 

3. THE MINSTER OPENED HIS REMARKS WITH A DESCRIPTION OF 
"THE GREAT CHANGES" OCCURRING IN AFGHANISTAN. HE CALLED THE 
COUNTRY "FREE AND INDEPENDENT" AND SAID IT WANTS 
"COOPERATION WITH ALL COUNTRIES WHO ARE WILLING TO HELP US." 
HE POINTED TO THE "SPECIAL IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL 
COOPERATION." NOW, HE SAID, "THE SITUATION IS SUCH THAT IT 
SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO COOPERATE. KATAWAZI NOTED 
PARTICULARLY AFGHANISTAN'S NEED FOR ASSISTANCE FROM SUCH 
"DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AS YOURS" IN EDUCATION, TECHNICAL 
TRAINING AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR GOVERNMENT STAFF. 

4. COMMENT: KATAWAZI 'S WARM REMARKS CONTRASTED WITH THE 
UNFRIENDLY TENOR OF HIS VIEWS OF THE U.S. IN THE LAST MONTHS 
OF THE TARAKI REGIME. WE WOULD LIKE TO THING THAT HIS 
CHANGED ATTITUDE SIGNALS A GENERAL SHIFT IN POLICY TOWARDS 
US, BUT WE ARE STILL GETTING CONTRARILY SIGNALS IN OTHER 
AREAS TO BE YET SURE. THE MANNER WHEREEY THE APPOINTMENT 
WAS MADE ALSO IS NOTEWORTHY. INITIALLY, WHEN USICA SOUGHT 
COURTESY CALL APPOINTMENTS FOR MS. MCAFEE WITH A VARIETY OF 
DRA OFFICIALS, ALL WERE REFUSED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF AN 
OFFERED MEETING WITH THE MFA PROTOCOL CHIEF. THEN, IN A 
SUDDEN ABOUT FACE, THE ENTIRE LIST OF APPOINTMENTS WAS 
APPROVED AND ARRANGED. AMSTUTZ 
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